
RESOLUTION NUMBER 34 

HONORING MS. GWENDOLYN “NJOKI” REDDING 

 

WHEREAS, it has come to the attention of this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the upcoming 

retirement, many achievements and contributions of Ms. Gwendolyn “Njoki” Redding to the children 

their families in our community; and  

 

WHEREAS, Gwendolyn “Njoki” Redding touches the future every day. Njoki worked as a Parent 

Educator with the St. Louis Public Schools Parents as Teachers program from 1987-1991; and   

 

WHEREAS, working in this field further confirmed the importance of parents being involved in the 

education of their children, and educators actively involving the parents and community; and   

 

WHEREAS, Redding completed her Baccalaureate program of study in Early Childhood Education at 

Harris Stowe state College in 1993 graduating with honors. She was immediately hired at Walbridge 

Elementary School; and  

 

WHEREAS, in all her undertakings, Njoki seeks mastery and excellence. She pursued an advanced 

degree and graduated with a Master of Arts in Teaching from Webster University in 2001.  

 

WHEREAS, Njoki left the district to serve as Director of the Faith House Child Development Center 

and was later promoted as the CEO of Faith House when it became a residential care facility for youth. 

She worked there for six years until it closed; returning to Walbridge School in 2009; and   

 

WHEREAS, in 2011, St. Louis school district opened the Bertha Knox Gilkey Pamoja Preparatory 

Academy at Cole Elementary School, St. Louis’s only African-Centered public school. Njoki was 

recruited that same year; and  

 

WHEREAS, while at Pamoja, Redding has been recognized by Lifetime TV (2004) with a “Lifetime 

Achievement Award.”  She also received the Pettus Achievement Award from the school district.in 

2012. 

 

WHEREAS, over the years in her role as an educator Njoki has touched the lives of thousands of 

children and their families bringing care and holistic African values to all she touched; and                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

 

WHEREAS, Njoki is a seasoned educator of 30 years. She teaches 3-5-year-old students each day and 

mentors new accredited teachers in African centered education. In addition to everything 

mentioned…Njoki is also a professional storyteller, of over 40 years, who shares her mastery of African 

culture, dialect and history. She performs as Ojo the Storyteller. 

 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by this Honorable Board of Aldermen of the City of St. 

Louis that we pause in our deliberations to recognize Gwendolyn “Njoki” Redding for her many years of 

service to youth and their families and by this adoption of this Resolution wish her all the best in her 

retirement still further, we thank her for sharing her gifts and talents improving the fabric of our city. We 

further direct the Clerk of this Board to spread a copy of this Resolution across the minutes of these 

proceedings and to prepare a memorial copy to the end that it may be presented at a time and place 

deemed appropriate by the Sponsor. 

 



 

Introduced this 26th day of May, 2022 by: 

The Honorable Jesse Todd, Alderman 18th Ward  

 

 

Adopted this 26th day of May, 2022 as attested by 

 

 

 

 

_______________________    __________________________ 

Terry Kennedy     Lewis E. Reed 

Clerk, Board of Aldermen    President, Board of Aldermen 

 

 

 


